Is postburn dermal ischaemia enhanced by oxygen free radicals?
The accumulated data suggest that oxygen free radicals are actively involved in the pathophysiology of the wound healing process. Since OH. and O2- directly correlate with the release of arachidonic acid and catalyse some of the enzymes participating in its cascade, their involvement in the enhancement of dermal ischaemia in the stasis zone is postulated. Experimental data using topically applied scavengers of superoxide have shown their beneficial effects on the burn wound healing process.